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MARGARET RIVER COWPARADE 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.14 pm]: Mr Speaker, I 
am not used to being upstaged by a herd of cows, but I must say it gave me great pleasure to launch the 
CowParade event at Margaret River in February. Now, we have heard all the jokes about how “moo-ving” and 
what an “udderly” fantastic event it was, but I can assure the house that this internationally acclaimed event will 
go a long way toward stimulating the Margaret River economy, and that of other South West towns, over the 
coming months.  

CowParade is the largest and most successful public art event in the world and has been staged in over 50 cities 
since 1999, including in destinations such as Paris, Tokyo, London, Sydney and New York. This is the first time 
CowParade has been held in a regional centre in Australia. It is estimated that, since that time, over 100 million 
people around the world have seen the famous cows and over $20 million has been raised for charitable 
organisations through the auction of the cows, which takes place at the end of the event. 

Mr Speaker, the cow sculptures do not change from event to event, but local artists are challenged and inspired 
to design and paint their vision of what their cow should look like. Seventy-seven artists, many of them local and 
including some world-famous names such as Robert Juniper and Ken Done, have been working on their 
creations for the past four months. This unique event is expected to attract over 600 000 visitors to the Margaret 
River region and inject some $25 million into the local economy. 

CowParade was organised by the Margaret River Tourism Association, which has had tremendous support from 
local sponsors. It has also received $150 000 from the federal government, as well as funding from this 
government and other “steak” holders. Over the coming months, residents and visitors to Margaret River will be 
able to follow a trail to a number of sites to see the finished works. Some 85 cows in total, including five mini-
moos, will be on display. Maps of their grazing locations will be available and visitors will enjoy not only the 
free public art experience but also the beauty the South West region has to offer. In June the cows will again be 
herded together and a public auction will be held, with the funds raised going to a number of charities such as 
Telethon and other regional projects 

It was a wonderful weekend when CowParade Margaret River was officially launched. I congratulate the 
organisers for bringing this event to the South West and express my disappointment at the cheap politicking by 
the opposition designed to denigrate the CowParade.  
 


